
Our website www.darent-
drips.org.uk is gradually gath-
ering momentum, and we would
welcome more contributions on
any aspect of the river.

The Darent needs a voice!
If anyone would like to help

build an online picture of the
river, please email DRiPS 
committee member Stuart at
stuartmerrylees@gmail.com

Villagers rally to combat the floods

They’re here! Invaders on
the march in Darent Valley

£2m puts a sparkle
back in the Wandle
How does it feel to scoop a £2m
jackpot from the Heritage Lottery
Fund?

Ask Bella Davies, Trust Director
of the Wandle Trust, and colleague
Laurence Evans.

They will be guest speakers at

the DRiPS AGM next month. Two
trustees of the Wandle and SE
Rivers Trust will also attend.

The windfall from the HLF is
being shared between four local au-
thorities in SW London for revital-
ising the River Wandle.

The Wandle meanders
for 20 miles from the
Surrey Hills to the
Thames at Wandsworth. 

Through much of its
length it is either inacces-
sible or runs through
built-up areas.  

• The DRiPS AGM
will be held at Horton
Kirby Village Hall, Hor-
ton Road, South Darenth
on Thursday 10 July. 

There will be a short
walk to see the river and
lakes starting at 7pm. 

Meet in car park of
DDAPS a short distance
from the AGM venue on
the opposite side of the
road.

The AGM will start at
8pm sharp at the address
given above.
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Minicam gives us
a bird’s eye view
of the Duck Race

Technology reared its beak in
the Shoreham Duck Race.

At least one entrant was fitted
with an onboard camera. Alas
he/she failed to last the course.

Hundreds of spectators lined
the banks of the Darent once
again for this annual feast of fun.

Ducks of different sizes and
designs did battle along the 500-
metre stretch from Shoreham
Bridge, with prizes for the most
amusing and most innovative
ducks, plus the race winners.Villagers rally round – page 4

WATER UPDATE
Kent and south London
(KSL) received 134 per

cent of the long-term aver-
age rainfall in May, accord-

ing to latest figures from
the Environment Agency.

With one exception –
Darwell in the East Rother
catchment – water levels
in all reservoirs remain
above the long-term 

average within the KSL
area, though levels in
most are now falling.*** Signal crayfish have a white to pale blue-green patch near the claw hinge, like

the white flags that signalmen used for directing trains – hence the name.

A site better
… thanks to
all your help

Let the river run… The Wandle seen flowing alongside
Merton High Street in south-west London

I recently caught seven signal crayfish
on the River Kennet in Berkshire.
They are built like tanks: they are
massive bodied and aggressive.

They have caused immense dam-
age to the River Kennet, a once-pris-
tine chalk stream.

They are all through the River
Thames and it is believed they are
also in the Darent.

They spread a disease which wipes
out the native (and much smaller)
white clawed crayfish.

White clawed crayfish used to be
very common in the River Darent: as I
child I could turn a stone over as far
down as Horton Kirby and see them
scoot away underneath.

Not any more. One more reason to
support DRiPS: without concern for
such problems by people like us,
maybe the issues would just get
worse.

Some other invasives to ‘look for-
ward to’, if they’re not already here, –
and many are – include:

• mink (which very successfully
destroy water vole populations)

• giant hogweed (dangerous when

brushed against, leaving weals which
can take a long time to heal)

• Himalayan Balsam (which is all
through the Darent Valley now,
crowding out native plant species)

• Chinese mitten crabs (which un-
dercut banks and predate upon the
eggs of fish, etc)

• zebra mussels (which come to
spread all over the bed of lakes and
rivers where they establish colonies,
wiping out native species)

• topmouth gudgeon, and the evil-
sounding ‘killer shrimp.’

Deregulated

If you wish to find out more the
Environment Agency produces some
excellent factsheets about the various
invasive species we are threatened
with. 

The fact that we have invasives in
ever-increasing numbers says some-
thing about the benefits (or otherwise)
of having a deregulated easy-access
global economy. 

By Steve Crowley
Hon Secretary – DRiPS

Alarm bells rang in South Darenth on
17 January when residents in Devon
Road saw water springing from a
manhole cover (reports DRiPS com-
mittee member Cllr Malcolm Dunn,
pictured).

Prolonged rain had swollen the
Darent and groundwater levels were
up. Ten houses in Millstone Close
had flooded to a depth of 15 inches.

Mid-afternoon, following a call for
help from parish councillors, Dartford
Borough Council arrived with sand-
bags to protect property and also sent
pumping equipment.

Sandbags
also went to
Horton
Kirby. One
resident said
his basement
had filled for
the first time
in 22 years.

The base-
ment of the
post office in South Darenth also
flooded but it remained ‘business as
usual’.

In the garden of the Fighting

Cocks pub, picnic tables sat in a foot
of water with ducks paddling by.

Westminster Field was badly hit
and in places still under six inches of
water more than a month later.

Franks Lane, an access road to
Horton Kirby, was also under a foot
of water.

Things started to improve by the
end of February following the record-
breaking rainfall and groundwater
levels starting to recede.

Horton Kirby and South Darenth
Parish Council and its clerk had coped
very well with a difficult situation.


